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Concerning icing againſt the | 
Confirmation of a BISHOP. 


= = 1 re which b pe 
1 he aid LETTER. 


: I 8 * 


Jn" 


j Dances haas & cid . 
©. omnes. | VIA 


** 


— 
_—_— 


— 


10 DO N. 


| Miet u T. Coo ER, 5 Globe in y- Lane, ; 


' near Pater-Noſter-Rew, M pcc xxxiv. 


rr 


„ "3 


- 


- 


* 
: i. 
1 » 
--# 9:4 
many: - * wore” * * 1 4 
5 
g * 
1 S 7 * 
- 1 Ld 2 * ; - & 
* o 
* " ”- P | * " * * * - 
x * 
E 1 * ' * . 1 
* * 
. &# a . N 9 . A . 
«4+ Ps 
* 4 
% I } 
1 1 
. * 


K eee DN ⏑ . Oe ee ee 


2 "I 4 ” 
- #/ 
F 
* 1 - 
* - o 4 
* - * % * $1 
* — 8 = OY 1 i 
. 1. 1 
- 4 — * 
94 * . 
j * . 
> F me 8 * * 
— A 
- 1 0 - — * ” * 8 . 
PEE . 
? 20 — 
ds . 
FE - 
- < " 
7 i x p 
- N 7 q 3 * 1 
+ 4 J 
Y > * . : 
7 4 
* * - 8 * 2 - 
= < * 
: SY * 
„ 18 * 4 5 
% , x : 
" * * 
2 * - 
- * ' 
N 
1 
. 
P 
; * 
* 
* 
x 
U - 


, 


Biſhops, however ſtrictly enjoin d 


£5. Wh 


- To the Author of the 
Genua s MAGAZINE. 
SIR, i 
THE Papiſts vainly object 


to us, that A whole Pro- 
tant Relivion is of human 
Structure; that it is only a Par- 
kamentary Religion, and intire- 
ly the 8 of the Gui Ma- 


gi/trate; that neither the Clergy, 


nor the People, have the Ability 
left them to execute the Powers 
with which Jeſus Chriſt entruſted 
them: But that the King, tho 
limited in Civil Matters, is ſo ab- 
ſolute in Church Affairs, that the 


by 


[6s] 

by the Apoſtles, « can neither 10 
any Purpoſe examine into the 

| Merits of thoſe they are to or- 
dain or conſecrate; nor the Peo- 
ple, tho allow 4 "that Liberty 
from all Antiquity, thro out all 
Chriſtendom, can 10 ary 'Purpo ſe 
object to their Morals or their 
Prineiples. Now in anſwer to all 
this, I will not reply, That nei- 
ther the Biſhops nor the Chriſtian 
Laity can ever part with, or re- 
ſign, any eſſential Rights, with 
Abele ther ſtand inveſted by the 
tiſtian Religion, I have no Oc- 
caßon for ſuch a Plea. But will 


telt, hat the Claim: denied 1 us by 
car Fpiſb Adverſaries, has been 
Baot only allowed, but exerciſed 


« 4 - 
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— 
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„ 
in this Proze/tant Nation. The 
following Quotation from the 
Rev. Mr. Chilier s Eccleſ. Hiſt. 
Vol. II. p. 745. will put this Mats 


ter-beyond Diſpute... > 05 9h - © 


LIN _ Soon after: the Receſ aſt the 
Parliament, Laud was tramſlated 
From Bath and Wells 70 London, 
aud Montague promoted to the 

_ See , Chicheſter. Before hb 
was genſecrated, an une pe cted 
Rub was. throum in the Narr 
At, the Cunfirmatiou of. Biſbops. 
in the Court of Arches.at Bow. 
Church, Cheapſide, here is pub. 
lick, Notice given, That i any 
Peron can objed either againſt 
the Party elected, or the Lega- 
lity &:2h the Election, they are to 
come aud ae, Hein Exceptions 

2 5 py al 


| £S] 
at the Day pre d This Intima- 
Tion being given, one Jones, a Book- 


eller, attended with the Mob, 


appearing at the. Confirmation, 
excepted againſi Montague, as a 
Perſon unqualify'd for the Epiſ- 
copal Dignity. And to be ſome- 
what particular, he charges him 
with Popery, Arminianiſm, and 
other Heterodoxies, for which his 
| Books had been cenſured in the 
Former Purliament. But Dr. Tho. 
Rives, who then officiated for 
Brent, the Vicar-General, « dif- 
appointed. this Challenge. Tur 
Jones had made ſome material 
Omiſſions in the Manner, and 
not fer d his Objoctions in Form 
of Law. For .the- Purpoſe, the 
Exceptions were neither given in 
Writing, aor fund by an Advo- 
* > 5 cate, 


4 
cate, nor preſented by any Proc- 
tor of the Court. Upon the 
Failure of theſe Circumſtances, 
| * Confirmation went on. 


The Nane; not at firſt 
appriſed in Point of Form, were 
diſſatisfied with the Conduct of 
the Vicar General, and enquired 
into the Behaviour of Dr. Rzves, 
on that Occaſion. From that 
Enquiry I will make theſe two 
Obſervations; Iſt, That Dr. Rive s, 

2 very great and eminent Civi- 
lian and Canoniſt, admitted that 
the Oppoſition was good and va- 
ld, had it been legally offered. 
Adly, That the Turliament of that 

Time infiſted upon the fame Aſ- 
ſertion, and only deſiſted from 

the Proſecution for the Reaſon a- 
bovementioned. 


B Thus 
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tions, but a 
ſhou d be accuſed ee lu. 


ou d convince our T 
mies, that the Church of Eug- 


6 


Thus guarded ſtands this Fact; 5 
2 this was a Fact liable to 
ny Objections. But ſhould 
we . * ſee the Day when, not a 


raſh Puritan attended by the 


Mob, but when Men of a dif- 


ferent Character, aſſiſted by the 


— and good Wiſhes of all 
the hearty Friends to Chriſtianity, 
ſhou'd appear at the Confirma- 
rion, not only ' againſt a Mon- 
tague, a Perſon indeed juſtly com- 
plained of, for his Political No- 
gainſt a Man, that 


delity, I doubt not but We 
"Ene- k 


land has neither refign'd” 1 
Rights, nor * n ne 


wrought on, 10 recommend 4 


(1) 
but is ſtill able to defend her- 
ſelf againſt the Papiſis, and all 
her .other Adverſaries. I am, 
"200 _ humble Servant, 


A. B. 


7 8. Biſhop Divas in his 
Hiſtory, Vol. II. juſt publiſh'd, 
p. IT9. has a remarkable Paſſage 
to the fame Purpoſe. — The 
State of Ireland leads me to inſert 
here a very particular Inflance of 
the Queen's pions Care in the 
di ſpuſing of Brfhopricks : Lord 
Sidney 45/0 far engaged in the. 
Intereft of a great Family of lre- 
land," that he was tov eaſy 


Branch of ut @ vacant Ser. The 
Repreſentation was. made with 
an undus Character of the Per- 

. B2 - * EN 


p— 


(nz) 

ſon; ſo the Queen granted it. 
But when ſbe underſtood that he 
lay under a very bad Charatter, 
ſhe wrote a Leiter in her own 
Hand, to LordSidney, letting him 
know what ſhe had heard, and or- 
der d him to call for fix Iriſh Bi- 
ſhops, whom ſhe named to him, 
and to require them to certify to 
her their Opinion of that Per ſon : 
They all agreed, that he labour d 
eee ill Fame ; and, tiil tha 
Was examin'd into, they did not 
think it proper to promote him; 

| fo that Matter was let fall. I 
do not name the. Perſon ; for I 
intend not to leave a Blemiſh on 
him But ſet. this down as an 
Example jit to be imiteved * 6 
CNY Princes. - e ES: 
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To the Author of the GRNTLE- 
 - MaANs MAGAZINE. 


ER. 
FOUR Correſpondent ſeems 
very unneceflarily ſollici- 
tous to remove the Ground of 
an Objection of the Tupiſts againſt 


(14) | 
the Church of Eugland, which 
in Words he acknowledges to 
be vain, but treats 1t in ſuch a 
Manner, as ſhews be attributes 
very great Weight to it; an Ob- 
Jjection levelled againſt the King's 
Supremacy. Itis indeed no Won- 
der that the Regal Supremacy is 
ſo much exclaimed againſt by 
the pi Clergy, fince it de- 
ſtroy d the Foundation of their 
exorbitant Power; or that it js 
ſubmitted to with fecret Regret 
by ſuch amongſt our own Clergy, 
as are deſirous to revive the ſame 
extravagant Claim to Dominion : 
But it has ever been eſleemed by 
every dutiful Son of our Church, 
as her ſtrongeſt Bubrark and Se- 
1 * Eccleſiaſtical Ty- 


_ xanny, 


(15) | 
ranny, and acknowledged to be 
much more ſafely entruſted: to 
the Wiſdom of a gracious King, 
than to the furious Ambition of 


haughty and en Pre- 
| | lates, 


The Biſhops, even in the Pri- 
mitive Times, were judged ſo un- 
fit to be truſted with the Power 


of nominating their Succeflors, 


that the People eyen then claim- 
ed a Right of Suffrage, as your 
Correſpondent has well obſerved: 

but he does not appear ſo ſenſi- 
ble, as he ought to be, that where 
Chriſtianity has obtained a legal 
Eſtabliſhment, the Civil Masi. 


ſtrate is the proper Guardian of 


this Right, and is juſtly intruſted 
with mo Exerciſe of it. 
Your 


{ 16. }- 


- Your Correſpondent indeed ap- 
ars not to have any great Con- 


dern for this Right of the Chri- 


ſtian Laity, though he perhaps 


thought it popular to pretend a 


Zeal for 1 it: On the contrary, he 


has ſhewn a flagrant Diſregard 


to it, in the Caſe he has cited. 
There never was a Charge brought 


by the People with greater Rea - 
ſon and Juſtice, or ſupported by 


greater Authority, in order to 


prevent the Confirmation of a 
| Biſhop, than that againſt Mon- 


tague ; a Perſon not only under 


the Cenſure of the Houſe of Com- 


mons for a High Crime and Miſ- 


demeanor of a Political Nature, 


but likewiſe for maintaining in 
8 Print, 


1 
A 


againſt him, truſting too much 
to the manifeſt Goodneſs of his 
Cauſe, had neglected to inform 
himſelf of the Forms proper to 


LY 
a- 


: 44 n). | T 
Print, even Popi/h Tenets. The 
Fact was ſo very notorious, that 


the honeſt Citizen who appeared 


be obſerved in bringing ſo un- 
uſual a Charge; the Method of 


which was little known, and per- 


haps had never been exactly re- 


gulated. The Doctor who offi- 
ciated for the Vicar- General, and 


who is celebrated (not without 
Cauſe) by your Correſpondent, 
as à very eminent Civilian and 
Canoniſt, taking Advantage 'of 
this pretended Omiſſion, ſhewed' 
his utmoſt Dexterity in eluding 


this juſt Charge, inſtead of giv- 


— 9 3 C | ing 


: . a 


„ i) 
ms proper hütruckiens to rofiry 

any little Defect in the Form of 
it; for which notable Service he 
doubtleſs received the Thanks of 
Land and the Biſhops ef his 
Paz tho not of dhe Paylia- 
e 1 Hit. a 


5 - 
v7 2 1 5 9 215 
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We eee eee cp 
ſtanding he appears Io zealous in 
maintaining the Right of Except- 
ing agamſt the Confirmation of 
4 Biſhop; ſeems not in the leaſt 
diſpleaſed that ſe ſeafenable an 
Iaſtance of exerting! it wWas dif 
appointed. This, he fays, Was 
a Fact Fable to many Olyockions. | 
The Perſon who appeared 1 N 
gainſt Montague” was only a 
. * of London, ac⸗ 


i ls: I 


5 
_campanied by ſeveral of his 

Fellow-Citizens; or, as he has 
more decently expreſled it in 


the Eecleſiaſtical Stile, 4 14/2 


Puritan, attended by the Mob. 
This therefore was not ſuch. an 
Oppoſition, as he approves. of; 
it was an Oppoſition made, not 
by the Clergy, but by the pro- 
fane Laity; and canſequently 
deſerved no better Succeſs. But 
he triymphs (it may he. hoped 
ME ls 4 in the pleafin Dx dee 

tation of a more meal Op- 
5 8 - to be made by Meu of 

4 * different Character, ſuch 
as he perhaps eſteems indelible. 3 
and then he doubts not but we 
Hall be able to canpince our Ih- 
fs Enemies e it ſeems. that, 


" be- 


„ 
before this long expected Eyent; 


we are not, in his Opinion, fur- 


niſhed with any Argument ſuffi- 


cient to comwince them) that the 
Church of England, by Which 


he means the Clergy, by an Im- 


propriety of Expreſſion, familiar 


to Men of his Sentiments, have 
neither feſgnel their Rights, 
nor Toft their Courage ; but are 
Fill able 10 "defend themſelves 
again/? the Papiſts, and all their 
Other Adverſaries ' I preſume _ 
by ſhewing themſelves capable 
of difputing with their Sovereign | 


the Power of making Biſho 8. 


bend Gerieſpbillient Ad ot 


indeed name the Perſon, againſt 
A a Rig ght, | Fit bas 10 long 
a "Wn 
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(it) 
lain dormant, is to be exerted 7 
but he has of late been ſo much he 
Object of that charitable Affec- 
tion, ſtiled by the Learned, O- 
mum Theoligicum, and fo much 
malicious Induſtry has been em- 
ploy d in ſpreading Reports to 
his Diſadvantage, that he is ſuf- 
ficiently pointed out by com- 
mon Fame; and it is from thence 
that I am engaged to vindicate 
him from ſuch unwworthy Treats 
ment. His very Enemies, ſuch 
of them as have the leaſt Inge- 
genuity, muſt own him to be a 
Man of Senſe and Learning, and 
of an unblemiſhed Life and Con- 
verſation. He is well Known to 
have lived many Vears in the 
ſtricteſt Frivfidlhip and Intima- 


e 4 * 
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(22) 
cy, with a Biſhop of a very wor + 
thy Charader, to whom he was 
- a, Pomeſtic Chaplam, and who 
_ conferred on him: ſayeral great 
Benefices and. Dignities; and 
his Intereſt is at proſent warmly 
eſpouſed by a noble Lord, whoſe | 
- great Qualificatians are above all 
Fanegyric, and whoſe Approba- 
tion gives a Sanction to his Cha- 
xacter, ſufficient to provoke all 
the W 5 all 97 e of | 
e 


3444 en 


The Micepreſomations PR in 
 guſtrioully propagated; and 6 
injurious to his Character, may 
- juſtly ſurpriſe ſuch as have not 
the Happineſs to be acquainted 
With him; and myſt e 


* 
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( 23) 

be received with Indignation by 
his Friends, to whom aft inti- 
mate Knowkdge of his Senti. 
ments gives the higheſt Afr 
rance of the Falſhood of ſuch 4 
Charge. The Ground of it, as 
far as it can be traced from the 
dark Intimations giver! out by 
his Adverfaries, was merely ow- 
ing to the trivial Accident of his 
having been engaged in Conver- 
ſation, many Years ago, with a 
Perſon of greater Zeal than Judg- 
ment. The Diſpute turned upon 
fame nice Point; and the'zea+ 
tous Gentleman, as it is too uſual 


to their own narrow Way of 
Thinking, ferting up his own Opi- 
mons as the Standard of Ortho- 
| i doxy, 


with Perfons violently attached 


+ + "oh 


Wust paſſes in private. Con. 


6240 

doxy, conceived a ſtrong Imagi- 
nation, that he muſt needs be an 
Infidel, Who preſumed to call 
them in e This Suſpi- 


cion, ſo long concealed, ſeems 


now to be ripened, by the Warmth 
of ſome powerful Influence, into 
an Accuſation, threatening at this 


critical Juncture to be diſcloſed 
in full Maturity, and breathing 


all the Poiſon of Pacer Zar. 


verſations, is ſo very liable to be 
miſunderſtood, or miſrepreſent- 
ed, and the divulging it argues 


fo much Treachery and Diſinge· 


nuity, that little Credit is given 


to Relations of this Kind, even 


where 50 malicious Deſign ap- 


0 Yo 9 a 


a fety incoherent Words or Sen- 
tences, pretended to be remem- 
bred, and perhaps very imper- 


— A in. GEES. 4.4 — ä 
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(2s) 

pears, by ſich as have the leaft 
Candour or Diſcretion; How 
many Things are canvaſſed mere- 
ly for the Sake of Argument, and 


how many unguarded Expreffions 
eſcape even the moſt skilful Rea- 
ſoners in the Heat of Diſputa- 


tion, eafily aggravated or pervert- 


ed by an unfair Adverſary, tho 


impfying no ill Meaning, in a juſt 
ani equitable Conſtruction? And 
what: Streſs can then be laid on 


fetly. cited, unlefs the whole | 


_ Eonverſation, which mig de- 
termine them to a very diffe- 
rent Meaning, end . be fully 
c r and the Train of Ar- 
1 ES = 


( 26 ) 
gument fairly ſtated? How fre- 
quent are the Miſtakes made, 
even by People of good Senſe, in 
relating what they have newly 
heard, and have no Intention to 
miſrepreſent? And what Credit 
can then be given to a Tale new 


+ furbiſhed up, after many Years 
of Silence, in which Memory 


may have borrowed Aſſiſtance of 
Invention, and the Seeds of Re- 
membrance, quickened by Imagi- 
nation, may even inſenſibly have 
produced an abundant Increaſe; 
2 Tale, fraught with ſuch inve. 

terate Malice, and eraftily re- 
| ſerved to a Time; when it may 
do the greateſt Miſchief? ; 


e 1 7 y 
wt a 
With 


(ar W 


fs: S151. 6 
With what Alien. can any 
one undertake the vile Part of an 


Informer, under ſuch ſuſpicious 


Circumſtances? With what Con- 
fidence can he appear, not againſt 


a Montague, a Man under the 


Cenſure of Parliament for High 


Crimes and Popiſh Errors; but 


againſt a Perſon of a fair Charac- 
ter, advanced to the Epiſcopal 
Dignity by ſo wiſe and religious 


a Ring, at fo honourable a Re- 


commendationꝰ? And how can 


he dare to affront the mild and 


venerahle Court, where Prote- 
ſtant Biſhops preſide, with ſo 


ſpiteful and ſo ſhocking an Ac- 


cuſation, as even Inquifitors 
| — refuſe to admit, or Je. 


* 2 ſuns 75 


A Eryy as 


(480 
ſuits might bluſh to lend an 
Ear to? Who that had the leaſt 


Remains of Modeſty or Ingenui - 
ty, would chuſe to place him. 


ſelf in ſuch an adious Light, and 
to ſtand expoſed to the Deteſta · 
tion of all who have the com- 
mon. Sentiments af Juſtice: or 


Humanity? Wiat Reflections 


muſt riſe. in every warthy Mind 


dn the hearing of ſo monſtrous 
a Charge And what Thoughts 


mult every honeſt Heart conceive 


of him who is capable of offer- 


ing it, or even of thoſe who give 


the leaſt Groot, or INI 


to it! 319 
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2 
to take him to be the. Informer, 
than to give myſelf Leave to 


imagine there are two Perſons 


engaged in ſo Diſhonourable a 


Deſign) that he ſhall be-a/ifed 
by, the Prayers and good Wiſhes: 


of all | the: hearty Friends to 
Chriſtianiiy. But he muſt have 


formed very unworthy Notions 


af the Chriſtian Religion, who 
can think it will; diſpoſe Men to 


ptamote and encourage ſo: groſs 


a ee e * by. Goh 


2 ſuppo 
Minds may be ſo far milled hy 


the {peciqus Peceits of Artifice 


and Inſinuation, the holy Fathers 
of. aur n mutt unqueſtio- 
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mended by Biſnop Burnet, and 


A 
nably look with Abhorrence on 
uch an audacious Accuſer of One 
of their Brethren, and One ſo 
well qualified to be an Honour 
to their Order. They, if ever 
they ſhould. have juſt Reaſon to 
be diffatisfied! with the Charac-⸗ 

ter of 'a Perſon preſented to 
them to be admitted into their 
own Order, muſt be far from 
ſtirring up ſuch an ungenerous 
| Oppoſition, or promoting ſuch 
an open Accuſation. Their Pru- 
dence and Moderation muſt cer- 
tainly incline them to chuſe the 
more decent Method, recom- 


referred to by your Corre- 


ſpondent. They would, we may 
eos content themſelves with 


OE i „ humbly 


2 FE) uf 

huinbly repreſenting the Caſe to 
his Majeſty, whoſe tender Care 
of the Church, and juſt Re- 
gard to their Honour and Dig- 
nity, might aſſure them of his 
gracious Compliance, if in his 
great Wiſdom he apprehend- 
ed there was juſt Cauſe for it. 
We may indeed very juſtly hope 
this is a Caſe that will never 
happen, or at leaſt that there is 
not the leaſt Shadow of it at 
' preſent: But if, in any future 
Reign, a Sett of Biſhops of a dif- 
ferent Temper from the preſent 


Fathers of our Church, ſhould 


enter into a Confederacy againſt 
a Biſhop, elected by a Royal 
Mandate, and endeavour to find 
a Fretence for ſetting him afide, 
28 E 


by every true Lover of 
dur Conſtitution, por of u 


least indneckly, arrompring in. 
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